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To establish the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Founddion unde the authorities of the
Mutud Educationd and Cultural ExchangeAct of 1961.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

March 12, 2007

Mr. LANTOS (for himself and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) introduced thefollowing bill; which was
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs

A BILL

To establish the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Founddion unde the authorities of the
Mutud Educationd and Cultural ExchangeAct of 1961.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1.SHORT TITLE.

This Act may becited as the  Senaor Paul Simon Study Abroad Founddion Act of
2007

SEC. 2. HNDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings
(1) According to President George W. Bush, "Americas leadership and nationd
security rest on our commitment to educate and prepare our youth for active
engagement in theinternationd community.'.
(2) According to former President William J. Clinton, "Today, the defense of
United States interests, the effective management of globd issues, and even an
undestanding of our Nation'sdiversity require ever-greater contact with, and
undestanding of, people and cultures beyond our borders.'.
(3) Congress authorized the establishment of the Commission onthe Abraham
Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program pursuant to section 104 of the
Miscellaneous Appropriationsand Offsets Act, 2004 (division H of Public Law
108-199). Pursuant to its mandéae, the Lincoln Commission has submitted to
Congress and the President areport of its recommendaionsfor greatly expanding



the oppotunity for sstudents at ingitutionsof highe educationin the United States
to study abroad, with special emphasis on studyingin developing nations

(4) According to theLincoln Commission, "[s]tudy abroad is oneof the major
means of produdng foreignlanguaye speakers and enhancing foreignlanguaye
learning' and, for that reason, “is smply essential to the [N]ation'ssecurity'.

(5) Studies congstently show tha United States students score bdow ther
counerpatsin other advanced counties onindcators of internationd knowledge
Thislack of globd literacy isanaiond liability in an age of globd tradeand
busness, globd interdegpendence, and globd terror.

(6) Americansbdieve tha it isimportant for ther children to learn other
languayes, study abroad, attend a college where they can interact with
internaiond students, learn aboutother countries and cultures, and generaly be
prepared for theglobd age

(7) In today'sworld, it is more impartant than ever for the United Statesto bea
responsble, condructive leader tha other counties are willing to follow. Such
leadership cannotbe sugained withoutan informed citizenry with significant
knowledgeand awareness of theworld.

(8) Study abroad has proven to be a very effective means of imparting
internaiond andforeign-language compeency to students.

(9) In any given year, only approximately onepercent of all students enrolled in
United States ingitutionsof highe education study abroad.

(10) Lessthan 10 percent of the students who graduae from United States
ingitutionsof highe education with bachd ors degrees have studied abroad.

(11) Far more study abroad mug take place in developing counties. Ningty-five
percent of theworld'spopuktion growth over thenext 50 years will occur outside
of Europe Y et in theacademic year 20042005 60 percent of United States
students studying abroad studied in Europe and 45 percent studied in four
counties--the United Kingdom Italy, Span, and France--according to the
Inditute of Internaiond Education.

(12) TheFind Report of the Nationd Commission on Terrorist Attacks Uponthe
United States (The 9/11 Commission Report) recommended that the United States
increase suppot for “scholarship, exchange andlibrary programs. The9/11
Public Discourse Project, successor to the 9/11 Commission, noted in its
November 14,2005, statusreport tha this recommendaion was “unfulfilled, and
stated that "TheU.S. should inarease suppot for scholarship and exchange
programs, our mog powerful tod to shapeattitudes over the course of a
generation.. In its December 5, 2005,Find Report onthe9/11 Commission
Recommendaions the 9/11 Public Discourse Project gave thegovenment a
gradeof "D’ for itsimplementation of this recommendaion.

(13) Investing in anaiond study abroad program would hdp turn a grade of "D
into an "A' by equipping United States students to communicate United States
values and way of life through theuniquedia oguethat takes place among
citizensfrom aroundtheworld when indviduds study abroad.

(14) An enhanced nationd study abroad program could hdp further the gods of
other United States Government initiatives to promote educationd, sodal, and



political reform and the status of women in devel oping and reforming societies
aroundtheworld, such asthe Middle East Partnership Initiative.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

Thepurmposs of thisAct are--
(1) to significantly enhance theglobd competitiveness and internaiond
knowledgebase of the United States by ensuring tha more United States students
have the oppotunity to acquire foreignlanguaye skills and internaional
knowledgethroughsignificantly expanded study abroad;
(2) to enhance theforeign policy capacity of the United States by significantly
expanding and diversifying thetalent pool of individuds with non-traditiond
foreign languaye skills and cultural knowledgein the United States who are
available for recruitment by United States foreign affairs agendes, legidative
branch agendes, and nongovenmental organizationsinvolved in foreign affairs
activities,;
(3) to enaure tha an increasing portion of study abroad by United States students
will take place in nontaditiond study abroad destinationssuch as the People's
Republic of China counties of the Middle East region, and developing countries;
and
(4) to create greater cultural undestanding of the United States by exposng
foreign students and their families to United States studentsin counties tha have
nottraditiondly hoded large nunmbers of United States students.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

Inthis Act:
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES- Theterm “appropriate
congressiond committees means--
(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Committee on
Appropriationsof the House of Representatives; and
(B) the Committee on Foreign Relationsand the Committee on
Appropriationsof the Senae.
(2) BOARD- Theterm "Board' meansthe Board of Directors of the Founddion
established pursuant to section 5(d).
(3) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER- Theterm "Chief Executive Officer' means
the chief executive officer of the Founddion appointed pursuant to section 5(c).
(4) FOUNDATION- Theterm "Founddion' meansthe Senaor Paul Simon Study
Abroad Founddion established by section 5(a).
(5) INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION- Theterm “inditution of highe
education' has the meaning given theterm in section 101(@) of theHighe
Education Act of 1965(20 U.S.C. 1001@)).
(6) NONTRADITIONAL STUDY ABROAD DESTINATION- Theterm
"nontraditiond study abroad destination' meansalocation that is deermined by
the Founddion to be aless common destination for United States students who
study abroad.



(7) STUDY ABROAD- Theterm "study abroad' meansan educationd program of
study, work, research, internghip, or combinaion thereof that is conduded outside
the United States and tha carries academic credit toward fulfilling the
participaing student's degree requirements.

(8) UNITED STATES- Theterm "United States meansany of the several States,
the Digtrict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Northern Marianaldands theVirgin
Idands Guam, American Samoa, and any other territory or possession of the
United States.

(9) UNITED STATES STUDENT- Theterm "United States ssudent’ meansa
naiond of the United States whois enrolled at an ingitution of highe education
located within the United States.

SEC. 5. ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SENATOR PAUL
SIMON STUDY ABROAD FOUNDATION.

(a) Establishment-
(1) IN GENERAL - Thereis established in the executive branch a corporation to
be known as the "Senaor Paul Simon Study Abroad Foundaion'that shdl be
responsble for carrying out this Act unde the authorities of the Mutud
Educationd and Cultural ExchangeAct of 1961(22 U.S.C. 2451et seq.). The
Foundaion shdl beagovenment corparation, as defined in section 103 of title 5,
United States Code
(2) BOARD OF DIRECTORS- The Founddionshdl begovened by a Board of
Directors chared by the Secretary of State (or the Secretary's designee) in
accordance with subsection (d).
(3) INTENT OF CONGRESS- It istheintent of Congressin establishing the
structure of the Founddion set forth in this subsection to create an entity that will
administer a study abroad program that--
(A) servesthelongterm foreign policy and naional security needsof the
United States; but
(B) opeaates indgpendently of short-term political and foreign pdicy
consderations
(b) Mandéae of Founddion In administering the program referred to in subsection (a)(3),
the Founddion shdl--
(1) promote the objectives and purposes of thisAct;
(2) throughresponsve, flexible grant-making, promote access to study abroad
oppotunities by United States students at diverse ingitutionsof highe education,
induding two-year inditutions minority-serving ingitutions and ingitutionsthat
serve nontaditiond students;
(3) throughcreative grant-making, promote access to study abroad oppatunities
by diverse United States students, induding minority students, students of limited
finandal means and nontaditiond students;
(4) raise fundsfrom the private sector to supplement fundsmade available unde
this Act; and
(5) becommitted to minimizing administrative cogs and to maximizing the
availability of fundsfor grants unde this Act.



(c) Chief Executive Officer-
(1) IN GENERAL - There shdl bein the Founddion a Chief Executive Officer
who shdl beresponsble for the management of the Foundaion.
(2) APPOINTMENT- The Chief Executive Officer shdl beappointed by the
Board and shdl bearecognized leader in highe education, busness, or foreign
policy, chosen onthebasis of arigoroussearch.
(3) RELATIONSHIP TO BOARD- The Chief Executive Officer shdl report to
and beunde thedirect authority of the Board.
(4) COMPENSATION AND RANK-
(A) IN GENERAL- The Chief Executive Officer shdl be compensated at
therate provided for level 111 of the Executive Schedule unde section
5314o0f title 5, United States Code
(B) AMENDMENT- Section 53140f title 5, United States Code is
amended by adding at the end thefollowing:
“Chief Executive Officer, Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Founddion.'.
(5) AUTHORITIES AND DUTIES- The Chief Executive Officer shdl be
responsble for the management of the Founddion and shdl exercise the powers
and discharge the duties of the Founddion.
(6) AUTHORITY TO APPOINT OFFICERS- In conaultation and with approvd
of the Board, the Chief Executive Officer shdl appoint all officers of the
Founddion.
(d) Boad of Directors-
(1) ESTABLISHMENT- There shdl bein theFoundaion a Board of Directors.
(2) DUTIES- TheBoad shdl perform thefundions specified to be carried out by
theBoard in this Act and may prescribe, amend, and repeal bylaws, rules,
regulations and procedures govening themanne in which the busness of the
Foundaion may be conduded and in which the powers granted to it by law may
be exercised.
(3) MEMBERSHIP- The Board shall congst of--
(A) the Secretary of State (or the Secretary's designee), the Secretary of
Education (or the Secretary's designee), the Secretary of Defense (or the
Secretary's designee), and the Administrator of the United States Agency
for Internaiond Development (or the Administrator's designee); and
(B) five other individuds with relevant experience in matters relating to
study abroad (such as individuds who represent institutionsof highe
education, bugness organizations foreign policy organizations or other
relevant organizationg who shdl be appointed by the President, by and
with the advice and conent of the Senate, of which--
(i) oneindividud shdl beappointed from amongalist of
individuds submitted by the majority leader of the House of
Representatives;
(ii) oneindividud shdl be appointed fromamongalist of
individuds submitted by the minority leader of the House of
Representatives;
(iii) oneindividud shdl be appointed fromamongalist of
individuds submitted by themajority leader of the Senate; and



(iv) oneindividud shdl be appointed from amongalist of
individuds submitted by theminority leader of the Senate.
(4) CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER- The Chief Executive Officer of the
Foundaion shdl serve as anonvoing, ex officio member of the Board.
(5) TERMS-
(A) OFFICERS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT- Each member of
the Board described in paragraph (3)(A) shdl servefor atermtha is
conaurrent with theterm of service of theindividual's postion as an
officer within the other Federal department or agency.
(B) OTHER MEMBERS- Each member of theBoard described in
paragraph (3)(B) shdl beappointed for aterm of 3 years and may be
reappointed for aterm of an additiond 3 years.
(C) VACANCIES- A vacancy intheBoad shdl befilled in themanne in
which the origind appointment was made.
(6) CHAIRPERSON- There shdl bea Charpeason of theBoard. The Secretary of
State (or the Secretary's designee) shdl serve as the Charperson.
(7) QUORUM- A mgjority of themembers of theBoard described in paragraph
(3) shdl conditute aquomum, which, except with respect to a meeting of the
Board during the 135-day period beginning on thedate of the enactment of this
Act, shdl indudeat least onemember of the Board described in paragraph (3)(B).
(8) MEETINGS- The Board shdl meet at thecall of the Charperson.
(9) COMPENSATION-
(A) OFFICERS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT-
(i) IN GENERAL- A member of the Board described in paragraph
(3)(A) may notreceive additiond pay, allowances, or bendfits by
reason of the member's service on the Board.
(i) TRAVEL EXPENSES- Each such member of the Board shdl
receive travel expenses, induding pe diem in lieu of subgstence,
in accordance with applicable provisonsunde subchepter | of
chapter 57 of title 5, United States Code
(B) OTHER MEMBERS-
(i) IN GENERAL- Except as provided in clause (ii), amember of
the Board described in paragraph (3)(B)--
(I) shdl bepad compensation out of fundsmade available
for thepurmposs of this Act at thedaily equivalent of the
highest rate payable unde section 53320f title 5, United
States Code for each day (indudng travel time) during
which themember is engaged in theactud peformance of
duties as a member of the Board; and
(I1) while away from the member's home or regular place
of bugness on necessary travel in theactud performance of
duties as a member of the Board, shdl bepad pe diem,
travel, and trangportation expensesin the same manne asis
provided unde subchapter | of chapter 57 of title 5, United
States Code



(ii) LIMITATION- A member of the Board may not be pad
compensation unde clause (i)(I1) for more than 90 daysin any
caenda year.

SEC. 6. ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF PROGRAM.

(a) Establishment of the Program- There is hereby established a program, which shdl--
(1) beadministered by the Founddion; and
(2) award grants to--
(A) United States students for study abroad;
(B) nongovenmental inditutionstha provide and promote study abroad
oppotunities for United States students, in conortium with inditutions
described in subpaagraph (C); and
(C) inditutionsof highe education, individudly or in consortium,
in order to accomplish the objectives set forth in subsection (b).
(b) Objectives- The objectives of the program established unde subection (a) are tha,
within 10 years of thedae of the enactment of this Act--
(1) notless than onemillion undergraduae United States students will study
abroad annudly for credit;
(2) thedemographics of study-abroad participaionwill reflect thedemographics
of the United States undegraduae popuktion, induding students enrolled in
community colleges, minority-servingingitutions and inditutionsserving large
nunbers of low-income and first-generation students; and
(3) an increasing portion of study abroad will take place in nontraditiond study
abroad destinations with asubdantial portion of such increases taking placein
developing counties.
(c) Mandae of the Program- In order to accomplish the objectives set forth in subsection
(b), the Founddion shdl, in administering the program established unde subsection (a),
take fully into accountthe recommendaionsof the Commission on the Abraham Lincoln
Study Abroad Fellowship Program (established pursuant to section 104 of the
Miscellaneous Appropriationsand Offsets Act, 2004 (division H of Public Law 108
199)).
(d) Structure of Grants- In accordance with therecommendaionsof the Commission on
the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad Fellowship Program, grants awarded unde the
program established unde subction (a) shdl be structured to the maximum extent
practicable to promote appropriate reformsin ingitutionsof highe eductionin order to
remove barriersto paticipaion by studentsin study abroad.
(e) Balance of Long Term and Short-Term Study Abroad Programs- In administering the
program established unde subection (a), the Fourdation shdl seek an appropriate
bdance between--
(1) longe-term study abroad programs, which maximize foreign-languaye
learning and intercultural undestanding; and
(2) shorter-term study abroad programs, which maximize the accessibility of
study abroad to nontraditiond students.

SEC. 7. ANNUAL REPORT.



(a) Report Required- Not later than March 31,2008, and each March 31 thereafter, the
Foundaion shdl submit to the appropriate congressiond committees areport onthe
implementation of this Act during theprior fiscal year.
(b) Contents- Therepart required by subsection (a) shdl indude-
(1) thetotal finanda resources available to the Foundaion during the year,
induding appropriated funds the value and source of any gifts or dondions
accepted pursuant to section 8(a)(6), and any other resources,
(2) adescription of the Board's policy priorities for theyear and the bases upon
which compstitive grant proposals were solicited and awarded to ingitutionsof
highe education, nongovenmental inditutions and conortiums pursuant to
section 6(a)(2)(B) and 6(a)(2)(C);
(3) alist of grants madeto ingitutionsof highe education, nongowernmental
ingitutions and consortiums pursuant to section 6(a)(2)(B) and 6(a)(2)(C) that
indudes theidentity of theingitutiond recipient, thedollar anount andthe
estimated nunber of study abroad oppatunities provided to United States
students by each grant;
(4) adescription of the bases uponwhich the Fourdaion made grants directly to
United States students pursuant to section 6(a)(2)(A);
(5) thenumber andtotal ddlar amountof grants made directly to United States
students by the Foundaion pursuant to section 6(a)(2)(A); and
(6) thetotal administrative and opeating expenses of the Founddion for theyear,
aswell as specific information on--
(A) thenunmber of Founddion employees and the cos of compensation for
Board members, Foundaion employees, and pa'sond service contractors,
(B) cods assodated with securing theuse of real propety for carrying out
thefundionsof the Founddion;
(C) total travel expensesincurred by Board membe's and Founddion
employees in connestion with Foundaion activities, and
(D) total representationd expenses.

SEC. 8. PDOWERS OF THE FOUNDATION; RELATED PROVISIONS.

(a) Powers- The Founddion--
(1) shdl have perpetud succession unless dissolved by alaw enacted after the
dae of the enactment of this Act;
(2) may adopt, alter, and use a seal, which shdl bejudicialy noticed;
(3) may make and peform such contracts, grants, and other agreements with any
person or government however designaed and wherever situated, as may be
necessary for carrying outthefundionsof the Founddion;
(4) may determine and prescribethe manne in which its obligaionsshdl be
incurred and its expenses allowed and pad, induding expenses for representation;
(5) may lease, purchase, or otherwise acquire, improve, and use such real propaty
wherever situated, as may be necessary for carrying outthefundionsof the
Founddion;



(6) may accept cash gifts or dondionsof services or of propety (rea, persond, or
mixed), tangible or intangible, for the purpose of carrying out the provisionsof
thisAct;
(7) may use the United States mailsin the same mannea and on the same
conditionsas the executive departments;
(8) may contract with individuds for persond services, who shdl notbe
congdered Federal employees for any provision of law administered by the Office
of Personnd Management;
(9) may hire or obtain passenge motor vehicles; and
(10) shdl have such other powers as may benecessary and inddent to carrying
outthisAct.
(b) Prinapd Office- The Foundaion shdl maintain its prindpd officein the
metropolitan area of Washington, District of Columbia.
(c) Applicability of Government Corporation Control Act-
(1) IN GENERAL - TheFoundaion shdl be subject to chapter 91 of subtitle VI of
title 31, United States Code except tha the Foundition shal not beauthorized to
issueobligaionsor offer obligaionsto the pulic.
(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT- Section9101(3) of title 31, United States
Code isamendad by adding at the end thefollowing:
"(R) the Senator Paul Simon Study Abroad Founddion..
(d) Ingpector Geneal-
(1) IN GENERAL - Thelngpector Genera of the Department of State shdl serve
as Ingector General of the Foundadion, and, in acting in such capacity, may
condud reviews, investigalions and ingectionsof all aspects of the opeations
and activities of the Founddion.
(2) AUTHORITY OF THE BOARD- In carrying out theresponsbilities unde
this subsection, the Ingector Genera shdl report to and beunde the general
supeavision of theBoad.
(3) REIMBURSEMENT AND AUTHORIZATION OF SERVICES-
(A) REIMBURSEMENT- The Founddion shdl reimburse the Department
of State for all expensesincurred by the Ingpector General in connection
with the Ingector Genera's responsbilities unde this subsection.
(B) AUTHORIZATION FOR SERVICES- Of theamountauthorized to
be appropriated unde section 10(@) for afiscal year, upto $2,000000is
authorized to bemade available to the Ingpector Genera of the
Department of State to condud reviews, investigations and ingoections of
opeationsand activities of the Founddion.

SEC. 9. GENERAL PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES.

(a) Detail of Personnd- Uponrequest of the Chief Executive Officer, thehead of an
agency may detail any employee of such agency to the Founddion on areimbursable
basis. Any employee so detailed remains for the purpo<e of preserving such employee's
allowances, privileges, rights, seniority, and othe ben€fits, an employee of the agency
from which detailed.

(b) Reemployment Rights-



(1) IN GENERAL- An employee of an agency who is serving unde a career or
career conditiond appointment (or the equivalent), and who, with the consent of
the head of such agency, tranders to the Foundaion, is entitled to be reemployed
in such employee's former postion or a postion of like seniority, status, and pay
in such agency, if such employee--
(A) is separated from the Founddion for any reason, other than
miscondud, neglect of duty, or malfeasance; and
(B) applies for reemployment not later than 90 days after the date of
separation from the Founddion.
(2) SPECIFIC RIGHTS- An employee who satisfies paragraph (1) is entitled to be
reemployed (in accordance with such paragraph) within 30 days after applying for
reemployment and, on reemployment, is entitled to at least therate of basic pay to
which such employee would have been entitled had such employee never
tranderred.
(c) Hiring Authority- Of personsemployed by the Founddion, notto exceed 30 persons
may beappointed, compensated, or removed without regard to thecivil service laws and
regulations
(d) Basic Pay- The Chief Executive Officer may fix therate of basic pay of employees of
the Foundaion withoutregard to the provisionsof chgpter 51 of title 5, United States
Code(relating to the classification of postiong, subchapter 111 of chgpter 53 of such title
(relating to Geneaa Schedule pay rates), except that no employee of the Foundaion may
receive arate of basic pay tha exceedstherate for level 1V of the Executive Schedule
unde section 53150f such title.
(e) Definitions In this section--
(1) theterm "agency' meansan executive agency, as defined by section 105 of
title 5, United States Code and
(2) theterm "detail' meanstheassignment or loan of an employee, withouta
changeof postion, fromthe agency by which such employee is employed to the
Founddion.

SEC. 10.AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

END

(a) Authorization of Appropriations There are authorized to be appropriated to carry out

this Act $80000000for fiscal year 2008and each subsequent fiscal year.

(b) Allocation of Funds
(1) IN GENERAL- The Foundaion may allocate or trander to any agency of the
United States Government any of thefundsavailable for carrying out this Act.
Such fundsshdl beavailable for obligaion and expenditure for the purposes for
which thefundswere authorized, in accordance with authority granted in this Act
or unde authority govening the activities of the United States Government
agency to which such fundsare allocated or tranderred.
(2) NOTIFICATION- TheFoundaion shdl notify the appropriate congressiond
committees not less than 15 days prior to an allocation or trander of funds
pursuant to paragraph (1).



